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Malmbenance and traindog of WK Ady Force personnel

The officers and men in the NK Air Force were recrui%ac fram among the following
persons on plan:

1) Graduates of air fource and infantry military officers! schools.

2) Porsons who were enlisted into the North Korea Peoplets iArmy (NKPA) as
volunteers in formality, and lator assigned as non-courissioned officers ani
privates in the air forcs.

3) Female murses who voluntesred for the service.
L) Hilitary surgeons who graduuted from moedical cclleucs.

The officors below major were described by their mili.ory runk such as lieuterant
or junior leutenant without memtioning uir force or u6/y. Bul gomeruls were
describsed with the name of the branch of the Armed Fococ they semved. Ior exam:i: -
vajor General,Air Forgo. horeover, no signs of speuial skill were institubtec I»:
tiie X alr force perscnnel, bub they wore designmated acuording to the kind of
service as follows: Aviator (pilotg, ordinary oificor or technical offlicer
(mointanance officer). The non-commissicned officerz nrd privates were cailed v
their ranks.

1. Inrolliment (Gualifications for application and o s fer):

a, Military officers! school: When the graduarion esrsmony was appruachking
the anrollment announcoment was nade without mortioning the air foice
militory sehool. The enrollment was made at lrvazular periods difleres:
from other bronches of the NXPA and alweys iu eccerets, The flylng courae
and the maintenance course in the militayry officers! school admitied
applicants sonarately and gave gradustion dioloras also et different
periods, Thore were two methoda of enroliment: Adwit selected servicin::
in the N¥ Air Force (to £ill vacancies in the rwirienante course, and
admit civilians (to £111 vacanciss in the fiving ns:u,rse), the periods of
enrollment and admission being different.

1) Method of admizsion of selectzd servicemsn in NK Alr Force:
Before the entrancs examinations the Alr Farce lleadquarters notiiias
the units under its command of the number of rarsons who will tale
the examinations and then the regiment comanters nominate and
recomnond the examiness to the Alr Force Hosdouarters, which sorves
another notifieation with apprwal of ts veccumnendations., Thon thi
candidates are sent to the 3ir base hO‘S,gZ-’ii."SlQB of the propar unit:
receive physical examinations and the remxiis of the sams examine i
are reportad to the Alr Force Headguaris-s where the deslsicn Jov
admission is made on the basis of the phys cal examinations. The
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selocted serviosmen cadets in the air force are admitted to the
naintenance gourse and none of them are assigned to the flying course.
here was & plan to enroll ths cadsts of the military school
from among the servicemen in the air force Hut the applicants for the
‘ pilet course came from the civilian studsntai. | ; 50X1-HUM
y ordor
of the Alr l'orve Command a physical examinziion was being conductod
with the applicants for the alr force miiit:.ry officers? school. The
air force personnel on tne active list who ~mre rocommended by tha
unit comnaders were as follows: soldiers i ths maintenancs serv..ce
and some soldiers from platoons in guard dwsy; who had served moro
than one year In the army, ani from amony wderzr:duates of high
sohools, after checking their family backgrunde to see whether aigy
of thelr family members had gone to the (Y and whether their fom'ly
condition was gocd during the Japanese cccuation.

2) Yethod of admission of civilian apolicanis: The pilots of the Ni

Alr Force were solely trained in the flying courss of the militar:
of{icers’ school, whare the cadets wers fcud to be undergraduates
from high sehecols and colleges. lany of th: apulicants wepe
dlsqualified as a result of striet physiual exeminations, and thsre
were few men on active service vho were physieally qualifiad.
Therefore, it was thought that muach difficuity is boing experisncad
in enrolliing the cadets from the sewviceren. Ascording to the
regulations, NKPA, the cadets of the milita-y school should be seiachal
from among the soldiers on the active lint, but this rule doss nol
aprly to tha cadets of the flying course in ihe air force militar:-
officers' school.,

b. Ordinarvy offigers: 1in the NK Air Force persosnn:l wore designated
ag ordinary officers except pilots, mavigators, gunners and tne technecal
stalf engaged in the wmaimtenance of alrcrafi. The ncthod of recruitmont
of thaesa officers was a3z follows: Reeruiting g-odustes of the infant:y
military officerst school (KANG Kou, KIK Ohtaek, and the Artillery),
graduates of Army surzeon milidary officerst school; other officers o
the ground force, cnd graduates of civilian rediesl collegas,

1) Graduates of infactry militerv officers® sciocol: According te tho
recrultment plans of the stuff bureau, kinistry of Naticnal Defenusey
the newly commissioned junior lieutenants whio grucduate from the KsliG
Kon, KIM Ch'ack, and the Artillery Military Ofiicers! schools, wxiar
the management of tha Ministry of National Jefense, were assigned %o
the verious army groups of the ground forss,. the sir force, and the
navye. Tho gssigmnents to the alr force wer: mede early each year
tut, the mmber of officers assipgned was unkiown. In certain year:s
no assismments were made
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All the officers were distributed to the reer and to administrative

fields vhile the greduates of the KIM Chlaek Military Officers!

School were sent to the politieal field. The officers in the field

of security were appointed from among perscinal of the imdstry of  50X1-HUM
Internal Affairs| but their persoral statua wer:

ghangsd to active servicemen under the hinistry of National Defense .

2) Groduates of army surpecn military officers' chcol: These were oplinar:
surgeons (non-air navigation surgeons). o viging from the assignmerr.o
of civilian medical school gradustes it wes thought that the gradus.as
of vhe army surgeon udlitary school were loadiaquate to ALl the pos .z
in the airforce. The method of assigmment a3 samc ag 1), above, arxi
some were stationed in the air bage hospitale.

3) Graduntes of civilisn medical colloges: Thase were called by the P4
upon graduation and were assigned to the #i+ fores. In other words
the gradustes of a [ive~year mecicul eollc. : vers called by “he aru-
and were caumissioned ag junior lieutenant - and assigned to the air
force as surgeons. lialf of the surgoona i: the hsspital at Wonson
Adr Fiold were this type of gracuate and t'.7 remaining half wers
graduates of the army surgeon military offizere! achool. The surgscas
in the P'yongyang Air Base Hospital werc w-atly the former typs of gracuai
Judging from the fact thet these graduates rere nob given any basie
military training, it was thought that they were zivon 2 proseribed
training after the recruitment and assigne. Lo proper posts as conms 58.0--
ned gurgecns os was witnessed in tho varicc: uniis of the air fores,
including the unit al the Wonsan Air Fiold The air navigatioa
surgeons were captains or majors above the -ige of 30, They were enlisici
during the Korean War from ameng the gradus-ea of medical eolleges,
and were rich with experience in the mediznt rield.

L) Officers in gervice of ground force: The ¢ [icers in the political
field of the infantry wers transferred to the air force. They were
mostly captains or higher ranking offisers :né, in the case of the
Ylorsan Aly Fleld, they were transferred to th¢ suue field on thres
or four occasions. There were some politicsli officers in the navy 50X1-HUM

who wers trensferred to the air force, ut it was VM

There were no femwle offisers in the WK Aiy Poege. f g
aviatresses mingled with male aviators tub i grounds of their being
- 3 L3
S0X1-HUM
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detrinental to the public desency they were digcnarged from sctive

service tcgether with the fomale murses. e mirsing officers wers

Junior licutenants but followlng the change in the tablea o:
organization they wuro lowored to sonior sargoaa*ﬁ:.s.

Ce Recggitmonb of nop-conyissioned officers and vrivates in MK air Force:
A nortion of tho soldiers who responded to iho :o-called ® g
program” of the Ministry of Hationsl Defense wore assigned to ths air
force in accordance with tha recruitment plan oi that ministry. The
Yealling progrom" is tho business of onlistme.’ of soldlers by the NKFi.
Although the recruivs were called "volunbeers’ ts a wmuitter of formaliiy,
an atwosphere and envinorment was created by the WK authorities throuzh
various political meobings and organizations in such s way that the
youths 1n the age of military serviece were o-'ised to apply for enlist sent.
The new recrults were onrolled simply as soidiers of the NKPA, ard thea
they were acsigned to the alr forga, the navy ard tha grourd force by
plans of the Ministry of National Defenss. Tlore were no other methods
of recruitment of the 4ir force personnel of ‘maer rarks than this
"esalling progran,!

de Famsle soldiers in NK Air Foprce:

1) Nurses: These were enlisted frcm among the qualified applicants who
graduated from civilian rurse training schocls. They were called
voluntceers as a matter of i‘ormali‘by, but nost of the rurses made
compatition for admission dus vo the art o propszanda amd a.gitatj m
of the MK authorities. The enrolled nursns were given the same Lrauim:
due to NK air foree eoldiers ia promotions cad m‘h-mse srd were
accomrodated in soldiers® bacracks.

2) Talephone & telegraph overators: All of i:c telephone and telegrenh
operators in the NK air foree were f{emale scldisrs who were enrollad
by tho same method as the nursas mentioned sbove, regardiess of
qualifications prior to the enrollment, 50X1-HUM

Lducation:

e

Y. Faintepance officers: There ware uhroe ms’r wde of training maintenanc?
officers as follows: Training technical officaors during three yesars
to complete the whole caurse of thy alr foeree military offisers?! achool,
training Jjunlor engineers d.um.ng 31:' mmbna +o camplete the whole course
of ths non-oormissioned offi te. ztiaghed %o the air force
military officera' sehool | 50X1-HUM

.-1;'-
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training wnintenace officers in tho

fiold to complete the whole coursse of a trainin: instiiute of new

resruits. In addition, there wes @ supplementiy education for officers

in the field of maintonsnce conducted in the ul:.tary officerst institutc,

attached to the military officers! school in the following manner: First,
giving one yesr's theoretical supplementary education to maintensnce cffiguus

n:ho did not recsive regular iraining during tie Koreon Wars second, girirg

three years! education to seleated maintsnance cificers in the capam‘ v

of junior engincers at an military officers? ind

Lituhe to train thew &3
engincers to bs responsible malntenance officies in £lying battalions.

The following is an explanation of the three methods of technieal treirzg
of maintenance officors:

1) The non-comissioned officers and privails: who nod been enroiled by
the "ealling progrem" and assigned to the =+ force were distribut »l
to sach unti by decizion of the stafi office, Alr Force vommend, ad
given basic education of new recruits by i .,» o methods: First, givlr Z
thres months?! education ol the new yvecruif ' oralning institute -
temporarily opened by order of the Divisinn aopmanwer; second, giviag
on~the-gspot education afier divect assigncent Lo couegh unit of the

Division
’ 50X1-HUM
Sut whan a lorge mumbar of people were 2:uinumd ho the meinteaance

'posts & new recruits' training institute un established to give rvry 50X1-HUM
recrults? education %o 21l ron-comrlssicni.i d8ficers.

| alntenance officers beinz comed out to serve In ta
Sondok Air Field, where his Division hesc.iusters was located, on
of the new recetite fii 50X1-HUM

PR

occasions, | ws

the field of maintenance recaivad tl*we i "uhﬁ‘ tralning on maint e v
while the new recruils In the ields of = windstration, supply and
guard duties wers assigned to proper pou owibhout reesiving such fagie

training, so they raceived the tyaining ou the epob. The new vrecmit:s
who completed the whole course of a traini- institube were aasi""r gt
te mainbenanco posisg.

Gradvates of [On-20: missioned officers' irnatibube: Some soldiees,
who ere os signed to tho 8ir force throur:‘r the “ealling program?,
ware yut into ths non-cormlssicnad office:z' institubte to recelve
a six morths' pegular training and wsre J.\.~;;‘:(r$8d to a flylng reg.,mr nh
to sorve 2 few monbhs as maintenanss officzrs, and then promoted %
junior enginsers. The NK Air Force recruinac halt of the xmuntenas a0
of ficer from among the tralnses of the nww wrorult institutoes and the
hals from non-conniszioned officerst Instilmtes.

[{>)
~>
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Other education: The HK Alr Forse gave regular education to its persoanel
in the field of flying and maintenance, and saic non-conmiesioned offisers
and privates were given special skills on administration, supply and
comunications in their respestive field of service, but no special edac:—
tidn was given to officers, becausa they had already specialised in thoix

- field of study in the infantry military officers' school or the civiliin

surgeon military officers' school before entering 4the alr foree servici.

- The basic education of the NKPA was given to new recruits, exsept thos:

in the malnbtenance servics, after their assiguments to each post, anc: -hig
education was conducted by the resoonsible officers in the plases ox 50X1-HUM
service. . '

Baily education and truining of imcortance: ‘he flying officers recei rec
air training end ground educaticn, but hers ¢ily ths zround oducation

is explained 2s follows: The subjects of stucy were: politieal indoct -ira-
tion (to all officers), sapacity of fighter :ieues, distinction of figiber
planes, recading of maps. The education and tosdning of greater import.nca
given to officers and men of other branchas ¢ tie Armed Forces were
conducted in accordance with the training pre.rau of the Air Fores som:ard.
50X1-HUM

The subjects of study of special inmportance i: ihe ground educztion of
the flying officers and other offlcers were ti: mmergeney call trainin:
and the anti-itomic training which are being -crivcted with yore vehennges
b s Fe e S 0x1-HUM

as tho years go by. Thus, in the plan of ani. ~itomic trainin
all the familiss of the officers wore also included, although

no training of this kind was conducted. .part from these two ox vir 50X1-HUM

nings| |“here was a marked cianze in the form and con.onic
of the political indoctrimation. In other words the 00X1-HUM
political indoctrinetion was given on two occasions each weelk, bub

it was conduoted during four acurs on each Saturday 50X1-HUM
atternoon for 21l officers while the non-commissioned officeys and pri aiec
wsre ordersd to attend the politicel lectures for two hours eash on
two occasions each week as before. At the save time 50X1-HUM
the following subjects of study were added to Lhs ingocurinavion progrun
for officers: '
History of Struggle of the Communist Party (forusr subject of study)
Philosophy and Political Zcoromy (new subjects of study)
Reference materials of political lessons for non-commissioned officers
(Former subject of study for non~commissioned oi fiders, employing a o phlie:
published by the linistry of National Defensa) .

" Studylng abroad by snecial skills: The NK army »fficers going abroad ‘.o

gtudy wore handled by the Mindstry of Natlonal Dsfanse, and ell the of icyy -

o

50X1-HUM
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an unknown nunoer of NK alr

Force officers in the fields of meintenamse and operations (including
pilots during time of war) were sent to tho Soviet Union to study by

. special arrangoments of the Ministry of ivaticnal Defense, but this

privilege of going abroad had sincs been suspended. 41 60X1-HUM
orew (mmber unknown) of the IL~l4, the airplana for i ¢
of KI#i Il=-song. were sent to the Soviet Union teo studvy 50X1-HUM

]

Plan of new training for reinforcements of units: Unknown

g+ Training of Atowde War (CBR Warfare): Side by uide with the emergenc:
call training, the anti-ftomic treining was zonducted at least omse a
wesk in the following marmers

1)
2)

Taking~cff of all mebile aireraft.

intering of all army persomnel and their ‘urilies into undergrounc
anti-Atomic sheltors, vaking the followir: items with them:
Persongl effects, including combat-bags, w.cprgency knapaacks, and
individual weapons: documerts of each posi; arms and ammanitions
(including food at the air basass).

50X1-HUM

The anti~Atomic training was condusted once o twice a month
but it wus increased to onee or twice eech wook, because it s the nmoss

important gsubject of ground training. | 50X1-HUM
Dispositions:
ae Non-comlissioned officers and nrivates: Thoe iwensfers of alll non-cuun L8:ir: !

of ficers and privates were handled by the Rant

& File Departient, 4ir Torc:

Command, and their disposiitlons to the regimerd by the Rank & File Ssciicn.
Divigicn headguarters, and their assizmwert o cach post in the battalier,
company, platoon, and squad were made by the izsk & File Seotion of tha
Rogiment. OSince there were no regilations governing the period of service
of non~commissioned oificsrs and peivates, thore were no regular replaiaver!
axcept a few trensfers at the time of establisiment of new units or for eon:
other reasona. 'hen a transfer wa3 ordered, “he sxzperiences st the o mep
post were alweys taken into considaration.

b. Officers below deputy battalion commanders: 7ihese wors ordered to pre ez
posts in the name of the Air Torec Command.

Cao

Officers chove battalion canmanders: These wire ordered to proper poc.s

or transferred to new posts in the name of the Ninister of National

Dofenge. Bub, in reality, the Pariy committec in each unit above regi ek

50X1-HUM
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made recorv.endations for assigiments or tranafsrs to The proper authorities
to issuc orders in writing, and thovefore the power of disposition of
officers wus ln the hands of the Party comnittee, However, the flying
officers wore nct trunsferred so often, oxcepi in gpeoclal cages, in order
to maintair their fishting strengths in formation flights ard to train
them as highly ekillsd flyers.

Olgcharge from wilitary service:

c. Officers: The officers were in military service for life

ag professional
soldiers, and they were discharged only for onc af Lo

fo
i Hlow:hxg rgaame:

1) When the body is 100 wask to contime militory saevice.
2) “hen they had smtered tho army with f{raud.
3) Then they were tound to be unsound in ideolegy.

When an officer was discharged for physical handiczps, he was orcered o saer
hospital at a recreation station under-bhe managersnt of the Ministry of hoelth
or to work in an office according to the dexgreass of the handiceps, by desision
of the stalf bureaw of thne Cobinet. The diachargus ware msde by writiten ¢rdsen
of the hmis er of Hational Defense, who igsued urniiselessed certificates,
for U.r Outcomb officers to wske to the staff burs.i of the Cablnet, and e
samy burecu made the dispositions, menbioned anovas

Thore were no formalities Lo be taken for registroiion of the discharges. b
an army officer was always treated as a stalf menmk:v in all walkes of 1ife 'n
the outside socleties. The officers who were d.‘.se,:‘ ~ged fer thelr undesir blsz
clements or reacticnary thoughts were conslderzd sz o kind of political

qurne, and thereiore, thsy were crdered to work us laborsrs immedicabsly a Mer
the dwch STEC .

L, Uon-com issioned officers und privetes: The nonesomil ssioned officers anid
nrivatas, who entered the military service after 1335, made pledges to sar o
theos vears in the armmy. Therasfore, on expivaiicu of this perlod they war:
sutonabieslly discharged. The abve repulations g::?:rning the service of
soldiern, NKPA,; wera epnlied 4o all soldiers ia the svmy, navy, and the ai-
force, provided that the non-commdssioned officers »f the NK alr foree in ‘hia

1@1\1 of maintenance had to gserve four years under s spedial clan. The
persons wWho enterad the military service prior to 1736 hud to remain in Sho
same servieca irdefinitely uniil they reccived an orlar of discharge.

The orders of discharge for all pon-commissioncd offe
vere issued by the Adlr Force Comander,who aiso
certificates of discharge. Following the dicchas
vape Laken - zither sending the outgolng soldiar o hils home area accordi

caprs and priva

tan )ausly issnad

two kinds of d.LS‘)O“ L on
7‘&

3

P« 3P

50X1-HUM

SONFIDENTIAL

oy T

Sanitized CopS/ Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A057700090001-2



Ut

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A057700090001-2

. - - o
N ORI TR T LT

50X1-HUM
to his owm desirs or assigning him to a wokshop. Dut, under the present SOX1-HUM
conditiona, the formers hove fallen into a miserabls 1life under excessive
labor, ard many formers wish to leuve thelr farme for good. For this revsor,
the farmora' sons did not want to return t> their sountry homes, thus bringin;
an acute shortago of farm labere So, the MK suthorities nade plans to sed
them to the farme in their native home aress. liowever
the sams authorities followad the busic poliey to sond un eT
voluntary dacisionse '

Tha home-coming discharged soldiers appeared af the mdlitary mobilization
department, where they produced their discharge certificates and recoived
nilitary corivificates in exchange, and then they went to & new workshop
designated by the county peonle's comniitees.

Tha discherged scldiers who relurned to farms werkei on farms as mombers

of farm cooperatives, and those who returned to their homes in cities weni
to ¢olleges «s & rule, bacause, in view of surpluc labor in citles, they

hal no hops of finding ewmployment in cities, and thay irled to enter cclliges
to gvade the govermment disposition to send thewm to furms. The discharzeil
soldiers who wars given new workshcps were unmsérrisi persongss and they wee
diaposed to various farm ccoperatives,

¢. lemalo soldiers: The female scldiers wers also subject to milltary service
for three ysars au the male soldiers, but even before the expiretion of
this period, if the women attained the age of 24, t-ey were dischergad.
According {0 the military regulations, the soldizvs of the people's army,
rogardicss of sox, wore permdticd to get married during thelr services, awl
if a female soldier became pregnant as a result of secret love she was no.
discharged to suffer hard labor up to the last miruvis of giving birth to the
love-child, and in’the meunsime, she was saverely ruprimanded at politica.
weetings for hor secret act. Soms of the discharpel fumale soldiers gob .arria:
goon after the dischage whilo many others went to workshops to make a Jiving.

Resepve military strencth: There were no independent rigerve militery sbrengih
solaly acmnosed of the discharged soldiers, but in perallel with the expansicn
of military preparednsss for a second attack of the WK, followlng the plan o~
the NK govermment, the "Red Guards™ were the umigue restrve military strength.
The organizetion of this man-power was in a grend ecale, and ite trelning a3

a ground force was not inferior %o that of regular scldiera.

50X1-HUM
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